Romeo and Juliette, Fantasy-Overture of Peter Ilyitch Tchaikovsky 


(London Symphony Orchestra, Andre Previn, conductor; WNYC-FM) 


Triangularité and the rotation of the earth and "I say that the 
art of sculpture is eight times as great as any art based on 
drawing, because a statue has eight views and they must all be 
equally good. . . A painting is nothing more than one of eight 
principal views required of a statue" (Benvenuto Cellini to 
Benedetto Varchi, 1-28-1547) S-SW-W-NW-N-NE-E-SE addition-sub- 
traction and subtraction-addition and like Victoria Regina et 
Imperatrix Cellini esteems highly addition more highly than sub- 
traction certainly and one could of course say that any art based 
on drawing is eight times as great as sculpture, because any art 
based on drawing limits itself to a single view only one of eight 
possible views seven of which have not been presented pause addi- 
tion-subtraction: subtraction-addition pause is one of the eight 
principal views of which Cellini speaks more important than the 
other seven is the single view the one of eight possible views 
presented in any art based on drawing is that single view the 

best best of course should be in quotation marks "best" there pause 
Cellini's statement could be argued unsuccessfully certainly but 
it could be argued if one were speaking about the art of the West 
created in the period from the Renaissance in Italy to the final 
decades of the nineteenth century comma but it could not be argued 
if one were speaking about cubist art and postcubist art it could 
not be argued because for example Picasso's Girl Before a Mirror 
is according to the critera implicit in Cellini's remarks more 
like a statue than a painting pause addition-subtraction: sub- 
traction-addition the painter for example could choose not to 
present the "best" view the writer for example could choose not 

to present the "best" sentence image line paragraph for example 
why aesthetic mathematics is why yes when the adding and the sub- 
tracting and the subtracting and the adding have been completed 
the "best" whatever may be considered incongruous or inappropriate 
by the artist qua artist and by the artist qua spectator of his 
own work semicolon works of art in progress and completed works of 
art and a concerto for violin and orchestra in progress could cer- 
tainly become a string quartet similarly Gaugin's Self Portrait with 
Halo could as a work in progress have been a portrait of Jacob. 


(L'Aire: 1-28-76) 





